CAREW    COMMUNITY    COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting of Carew Community Council held on Wednesday 14th August 2024 in Committee Room of Carew Memorial Hall.
Present: 	Cllr Simon Hosker-Hicks (Chair)		Cllr Madeleine Bland (Vice Chair)
                                 County Councillor Vanessa Thomas 		Cllr Marina Griffiths
		Cllr Trevor Goodman				Cllr Linda Dennis
		Cllr Marcia Allen				Cllr Steve Williams
		Cllr Julia Williams		
Apologies: 	Cllr Sarah Benbow				Cllr Alison Folder

There were no requests for remote attendance.
There was one Declarations of  Interest from information already cascaded to Councillors (see below) *
Minutes of the July meeting -  It was proposed by Cllr Bland and seconded by Cllr Goodman that the minutes of the last meeting were a true record and they were duly signed.
Matters Arising
· Cllr Bland provided an update on 23rd July meeting regarding Carew Toilets with five residents of the Parish and Amroth Community Council Clerk .  The suggestions at that meeting were that a survey may not be helpful but rather a coordinated All Wales Action response including involving Once Voice Wales, Welsh Government highlighting  Future Generations Act &  Well Being Act.    Discussion amongst Councillors present ensued.    The PCC tender for toilets will be concluded in October and this cost to the Community Council will be determined on the result of this.
Cllr Griffiths proposed a survey of all residents in the Parish on an increase in the Precept next year by more than this year to keep the Carew Toilets open.  This would determine the Community Councils decision on keeping the toilets open or they close.  This was agreed by seven councillors in attendance with two Councillors favouring an increase without consultation of residents of the Parish.   It was therefore resolved that a survey be compiled and distributed to all residents in the Parish once the tender process from PCC has been completed and the cost to the Community Council has been communicated.
· Enhancing Pembrokeshire Grant – request for grant to provide outdoor exercise equipment at Carew Play Park.    Chair agreed to help the Clerk with collating the required information to a “Drop Box” in order for the documentation to be sent off promptly.
It was also discussed applying to the Bluestone Fund for grant to add to the Carew and Milton play areas project
· Section 106 monies -   further discussion on this matter ensued.  It was noted that email has been received from Sinead Henehan confirming that there is  £16545.76 Section 106 (planning obligation) money available via the recent Sageston housing development. The funding allocation is to be used towards community facilities. The funding needs to be spent / committed to a specific project by 28/11/28.  Councillors noted this very good news.  
Councillors discussed a Youth Hut/Shelter or skate park.    Further suggestions on how best to use this money will be discussed at the September meeting.
· Carewparish.org website -   It was agreed that the website designer be contacted directly to provide access for four Councillors and training.
· Milton Marsh Walk.   Clerk confirmed that she has established contact with Dwr Cymru regarding replacement of the broken fence along the length of the Marsh Walk and would forward photographic evidence to Dwr Cymru.
It was also noted that the latch on the far gate on the Marsh Walk is broken and needs replacing. 
Councillors discussed signage to discourage dog fouling and encouraging dog owners to clear up after their animals.    Chair and Cllr Williams to pursue design of poster to facilitate this.
· PCNPA Caravan & Camping Development Plan -   Cllrs Steve Williams and County Councillor Thomas  attended this webinar and provided an update on National Parks need to tighten up regulations  under Article 4 relating to “pop up sites”.
· Code of Conduct Training.    Problems with logging on to the platform for this webinar were experienced by Councillors and hopefully further opportunities will be forthcoming.
· PCNPA  Cresswell Quay  Conservation Area -  Councillors who attended this webinar provided an update on the plans for this.    Information on this can be found on website: 
https://www.pembrokeshirecoast.wales/get-involved/public-consultations/ where residents can have their say on this and also the Partnership Plan 2025:2029 and the Camping and caravan Site Developments in the National Park. 
· Community Council Surgeries -  Two residents attended the surgery prior to the July meeting .   
· Councillors who attended the Licensing of the New Vicar at St Mary’s Church reported good attendance and a successful event.
Milton Diversity Project -  Cllr Bland confirmed she had made contact with Site Ranger at Carew Castle regarding the project.  Clerk has also informed the Groundsman of the plans and a meeting between the Site Ranger and Groundsman will be arranged.  Site Ranger will also put together a plan which will be discussed at next meeting.
Grants Policy and Public speaking Policies -   Cllr Griffiths had drafted these two policies which were discussed.    It was agreed to discuss this at the September meeting .
Internal Auditors Report  & Final Accounts for 2023/24 -  Clerk read out the Internal Auditors Report and the comments noted .     The End of Year accounts and Welsh Audit submission was duly signed by Chair and Clerk.
Invitation from Carew Castle Estate Agents .    This is to celebrate the custodianship of the Carew Castle Estate and to meet Mrs Annabel Trollope-Bellew at Carew Castle  on 7th September 2024 at 6 pm.   Chair, Councillor Griffiths and County Councillor Thomas to attend on behalf of the Community Council. 
Parish Environment Group -   It was resolved to undertake repainting and general clean up around Whitehill phone box (now defibrillator box) .   Date of meet Sunday 1st September at 9.30 am.   Clerk to purchase the necessary paint and brushes. 
With regard to the defibrillator  in Whitehill box, it is understood that resident in Whitehill will check this and County Councillor Thomas agreed to find out her contact details.
Planning -  There were no planning applications received for consideration by the Community Council.
Correspondence – 
·  One voice Wales Training dates for the next two months.   Councillors to look for dates for the Induction course and let the Clerk know.  
· 
· Invoices for payment: 
· Bank Account Balances  - Current	£4811.86	Business £770.34
· Precept awaited from PCC   £10,000   due 24 8 24
· Cheque for £582 burial fee and appropriate documentation received from EC Thomas   re the late Marlene John (banked) 
· VAT Claim form sent 27 7 24 for £1225.77- refund awaited
· Invoice for payment  £40.90  Cllr Griffiths for consumables  chq
· Revised SLA invoice for Carew Play Park    £641  BACS
· Internal Auditors Report Fee  -  £75  BACS
· Grass cutting invoice from March to July  2024  £1540   BACS
It was proposed by Cllr Allen and seconded by County Councillor Thomas that these invoices be paid.
Two requests for donations were received -  St Marys Church Carew Cheriton for donation towards the cost of maintaining the war graves;  the other from Pisgah Chapel towards the cost of maintaining the Cemetery.  *County Councillor Thomas declared an interest and withdrew from discussion.    Following discussion   and bearing in mind the financial constraints on the Community Council funds  it was proposed by Cllr Goodman and seconded by Cllr Bland that £200 to each of  the two churches be paid.  
County Councillors Report -  
·  County Councillor Thomas  had  visited each property  where the removal of street lighting are affected and posted a note in the letter boxes asking them to contact County Councillor Thomas if they had concerns.  
· County Councillor Thomas advised that she would chase the Milton Play Area SLA invoice for payment.
· Goalposts at Redberth -  nothing further to report on this matter but expected by next meeting.
· County Councillor Thomas had information from Carew Quarry’s consultancy agent regarding a local forum with PCNPA, Carew Castle and members of the Community Council.  Councillors welcomed this initiative and will take it in turns to attend these forums on behalf of the Community Council and will then feedback to future meetings.
It was also felt that this information could be posted on the community Council facebook page.   
What’s Been Happening, General discussion and items for agenda for the next meeting -  
PCSO  Hayward unable to attend the August meeting but will attend the September meeting regarding the Neighbourhood Watch .
Carew Play Area repairs to equipment -  It was agreed to defer these repairs until after the school holidays .
Boundary commission -   Clerk to await the update on the maps and how this affects the boundaries of Carew Parish.
Clerk’s Annual Appraisal -   It was resolved that Chair and Vice Chair will meet with the Clerk at 6 pm on 11th September prior to the next meeting.
Date and time of next meeting -    The next meeting of Carew Community Council will be on Wednesday 11th September at 7 pm in the Committee Room of Carew Memorial Hall.
Chair thanked all for attending and declared the meeting closed.

SIGNED:  ……………………………

DATE: …………………………………
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